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IE RED CROSS SOCIETY 


EK Conference of the International Red 
ross Society, which will take place in 
during the week commencing June 10th, 
very interesting to all women, and es- 
The women of other nations 
much more prominent part in this worl 
» do, and it is hoped that this Conference 
arouse greater interest in this country, 
that the women of the Empire will 
not only by collecting money, but by 
¢ in the organisation of this great work. 
indred and forty delegates are expected, 
from all countries, a variety of subjects 
be discussed, amongst others, ‘‘ The 
of the Red Cross badge,’’ ‘‘ The place of 
in time of war,’’ ‘‘ The attitude of 
iis towards wounded belligerents,’’ ‘‘ The 
yment of dogs,’’ and ‘‘ The reports of the 
se and Russian Societies on their work 
the late war.’’ 
new Red Cross Society for this country 
cently been inaugurated by her Majesty 
ieen; the work this Society now undertakes 
rmerly carried out by the National Aid 
and the Red Cross Society ; these two 
iow been amalgamated, the chairman of 
ixecutive Committee being Sir Frederick 


to nurses. 


Majesty the Queen was present at the 
‘al meeting of the Red Cross Society and 
the opening speech. Her Majesty said: 
woman’s work. I appeal to all 
of the Empire to assist me in carrying 
great scheme.’’ A large part of the Red 

k deals with sick and wounded soldiers 
of war, and the arrangements made for 
them—in the hospitals, on the march, 
ital trains and ships, their reception at 
nvalescent homes 
Good Hope 


two Societies at 


is a 


| the provision of ¢ 
help was given by the 
in South Africa and the 
iring the late war; it 
» highly of the work which was done by 
all those who worked with them, 
Africa and at home: in South 
especially so much attention was drawn 
few undesirable women who behaved 
t sufficient credit was not given to the 
mber who did such splendid work. 
blie meeting was held last week in Lincoln 
ote this scheme. Sir Frederick Treves 
out the necessity there was for some 
ganisation; he stated that ‘‘ when war 
it, the amount of material given, lost, 


is impossible to 


nd by 


South 





and thrown away was astounding Some 
followed him all over Africa duri 
late war, ‘‘ and months after the war was 
they were opened in my house in Londo 
‘* Things were given ten times over in the ma: 
ficient generosity of the people, and there w: 
hopeless waste.”’ 

In regard to women’s place in 
and especially in reference to nurses, the 
experience of those who served during thé 
their official reports, and the reports of the Roya 
Commission should be considered, and tl 
should not be excluded from taking the part for 
which they are fitted in any campaign. It has 
been proved how valuable their work is, and how 
the supposed difficulties vanish in actual exp 
ence when they go to the front. They 
be allowed to nurse the and wounded in 
all places except on the actual field of battl 


South 


time ol 


should 


* 4 
SICK 





NOTES 


AMBULANCI 


NURSING 


OXYGEN IN A FEVER 


S usual the Upton Park Fever Hospital is 
An the forefront of modern improvements in 
dealing with the fever patient, and this time 
it happens to be a rather striking illustration of 
modern methods. Ten years ago, as every fever 
nurse will remember, oxygen was 
known thing in the wards, and looking 
remembers vividly the astonishment 
its marvellous effects on and hes 
Now this luxury 
the Upton Park fever ambulances, 
ready prevented several deaths. It 
interesting to note the 


ambulance is ¢ quipped, 


an almost un- 
back one 
gasp ol 
pneumonia 
as found 


cases. has 


way in whi 


1} 
comiortabd! 


to deal with these 
a however ill they may be 

with everything necessary in the wa) 
and hot bottles, 
has a very complete little sterilised dré 

with medicine feeder, hypodermic, 
bits of lint to wipe away discharge, and 
for soiled 
eylinde r of oxygen, 


The 


cases. 
water " ehir 
wate besides Wi! 


dressings, 


forceps, and 


spatula 
with tube on, all prepared fc1 
moment the very bad case arrives 


use. 
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nother cylinder of oxygen with tube on all ready 
for use, and sufficient length to reach to the 
mall operating table in centre of ward, is at 
hand, and a small glass trolley, containing all 
erilised necessities for immediate operation, 
wheeted | p to the table, so that not one single mo- 
ment of precious time is wasted, and the doctor 


n come down and begin at once. Nurses who 


ire familiar with the terribly urgent condition of 
bad laryngeal cases will realise what a saving of 
lite all these modern measures are, and surely 
doctors in small isolated, and, alas, sometimes 


int quated, lever hospitals, can have no better 


example 


District WorK IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

[net Duchess of Beaufort, in speaking at the 
meeting of the Gloucestershire Nursing 
Association, alluded to the public utility of such 
an nstitution, which, however, said her Grace, 
in this particular instance, sorely in need of 


recent 


funds. 'he work could not be carried on ade- 
juately under £400 a year, to cover the principal 
penses of county superintendent, training of 
rses, traveiling expenses, &c. The training of 
nurses alone cost £35 for each nurse, and they 
must of necessity be trained to replace the old un- 


trained midwives 


he annual report, which deals with the various 
ranches of the work under different headings, is 
‘ouraging The Association is now affili- 

Ll to the Q.V.J.1., and under Miss Olphert’s 


excellent 


superintendence, an report was 
ed. 

0) hundred = and ghty-three midwives 

nspected in their various districts dur 

13] of vhom were un- 

rained, and 52 trained women. In order to as- 

sist Miss Olphe rt in her too-numerous duties, a 

Queen s nurse \liss Blackburn) was engaged to 

one d Vv a Wee k to assist the association work 

ind four days a week to give lectures under the 

Gloucestershire School of Domestic Science. She 

rmmmenced lecturing in October, and Miss Bad- 

lel T., rganising secretary, writes :—‘‘ The 

lasses have been a great success, and the attend- 

ince inereased during the course, some of the 


miles to attend them. 
and enthusiastic 


women walking two or three 
\liss Blackburn has been 
ind willing at all times to meet any suggestions 
or alterations. It is considered that the results 
tully Justified the new departure of health lectures 
by a fully-trained nurse.’’ The help, however, 
given to Miss Olphert did not prove sufficient, 
wing to the increasing work of the County Nurs- 
ng Association. baron therefore, the county 
superintendent was -appointed as assistant to 
Dr. Martin at the Aeon of the new year, it 
was found necessary to procure an assists unt super- 
intendent who could give her whole time to the 
work. The committee, therefore, ie are Miss 
Mundy, Queen’s nurse. 


keen 


Janet 


Sisters’ Rooms orr tHe Warps. 
' having 


wards is a de- 


issue o 


last 
the 


stion raised in our 
attached to 


THE qu 


sisters rooms 





batable one, and we should be glad to have our 


readers’ opinions on this subject. 


Mrs. Strong, who has two sisters on duty du 
ing the busy hours, thinks a sister ought always 
to be in her ward when on duty, and she is 3u) 
ported in this opinion by the members of tl 
London Asylums Board. But in _ institutions 


staff is small and the hours long, it is 
advantage to the sister to 
down quietly in her own ro 
in the constant work of the war 
have been round, the patie: 
nurses are on the alert, a 
the sister can leave the ward without anxie’ 
as she knows she can be called in a minut 
This quiet resting-place in the midst of su 
constant work is certainly a great boon, and n 
often help her to continue her work without 
breakdown, and many of the matrons of our la 
he spitals consider that really good 
more readily obtained, and remain longer in 
service of the hospital if they have this privil: 
On the other hand, there are fore 
arguments against it; it is stated that the wa 
are kept in better order, and the patients n 
carefully tended, if the always in t 


where the 
certainly an 
able to. sit 
during a lull 
the visiting 
are resting, the 


t 


staff 


sisters 


some 


sister is 


ward when on duty, and that she is more lil 
to take her full share of the work. 

It is also thought that it is better for 
sister’s own sake that the change from the att 
sphe re of the ward should be complete, that it 
much greater rest to feel she cannot be ca 
on any emergency, and that in her absence 
nurses are more likely to learn to take their 
share of responsibility; and the sister to take | 
proper time off duty. What is the sist 
opinion on this question ? 


W orkK 
speaking at the recent annu 
Chatham Nursing Associatio: 
spoke of the work in its two-fold order: 
example and precept. By precept to the mothers 
teaching them what food to give their childre: 
and by introducing the children to the greatest 
doctor—fresh air. Everyone, said he, wou! 
agree with him that much more was needed t¢ 
a good district nurse than a hospital train 
She must be a teacher as well as a student, 
a friend as well as a nurse, and an adviser as well 
as a comforter. She must be trained, skilled, 
and efficient, and she must also be patient, courte- 
ous, and full of tact. She must be conscious of 
the dignity of her labours. They might say he had 
drawn an ideal picture, but this was an incentive 
to work; and when he read of what nurses were 
doing in the slums, amidst uncongenial surround- 


Lorp GoscHEN ON DISTRICT 
Lorp GOSCHEN, 
meeting of the 


nurses’ 


make 


ing. 


ings, large cities, or some big agricultural dis- 
trict, or on the wild shores of Ireland, he believed 


that the nurses possessed those high qualities 
which he had mentioned. He regarded the nurs 
ing movement as an Imperial matter. They had 
heard much of the physical deterioration of th: 
people. What were the causes that contributed 
to this? Among other things were overcrowding 


the insanitary surroundings of the poor, the neg 








nt, 
vell 
ed, 
rte- 
’ of 
had 
sive 
rere 
nd- 
lis 
ved 
ties 
urs 
had 
the 
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ing 
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t of children in the first years of their lives, and 
nee. In all these things, he knew that the 
acted as advisers of the poor. Nurses 
must know something of sanitation, hygiene, and 
social economics. The children among whom the 
went were to be the citizens of the future, 
and anything which tended to make the race 


it 


stronger, more healthy, and more physically fit 
sould not be ealled dull, paltry, or parochial. 
NURSES AND SUFFRAGE. 
SeVERAL points of very deep and significant im- 


nderlay what was even on the surface at an 
ely interesting and lively debate on 
\\omen’s Suffrage,’’ by an assembly of nurses 
27th, at the new Nurses’ Home and Club, 


( eum Terrace. Miss Hulme is much to 
sratulated on promoting and organising a 
R of debates for nurses on matters outside 


ywn profession, which must be helpful in 
ning and widening sympathies too prone to 
be ted only to their one great speciality. Mrs. 


St ry prefaced her lecture with the question : 

\ is it that the nursing profession has the 
re] tion of being so deeply prejudiced against 
wol ’s suffrage?’’ and stated her conviction 
that ‘‘ the claim we are making is that woman- 


should not be a bar toward the expression of 

cal conscience.’”’ After giving a clear and 

résumé of the desirability of votes for 

v the lecturer concluded somewhat sorrow- 

hat the real reason for nurses having held 

lves aloof from this burning question was 

t that ** you are so terribly overworked and 

paid,’’ and presumably had neither time nor 

! te acquire knowledge on a subject that 

| them, too, more particularly just now 

the thing most needed in the profession 

lf-covernment and organisation. At the 

sion of Mrs. Stanbury’s able and _ elo- 

speech, _ it evident that the 

of prejudice was by no means unfounded, 

hot argument against women having 

as put forward by a nurse, who based 

ntention principally on the fact that 

ll women, matrons have had the most 

s e power, and in my opinion it has not im- 

their characters, but quite the reverse, and 

to an arbitrary dominance over others that 

Although the other very 

bjections to women’s suffrage put forward 

us nurses carried no very great weight, 

uuld be no doubt that the attitude of that 

ar roomful of the profession was dead 

suffrage. An amusing discussion of the 

rses were dominated by doctors provoked 

and the meeting concluded, as it had 
with interest and enthusiasm. 


became 


objectionable.’’ 


Scottish Poor Law NvRSsEs. 


LLOWING upon the agitation by the nurses in 
Edinburgh poorhouses for improved regula- 
regarding hours of duty, leave of absence, 
the Edinburgh Parish Council at a recent 
n ng adopted the following new rules :—(1) 





That, instead of two hours one night a week, from 
eight to ten, for day nurses, the nurses be allowed 
three hours, afternoon or evening, as can most 
conveniently be arranged; (2) That day nurses, 
when going on their monthly holiday, be allowed 
to leave the institution as soon as their duty is 
finished, returning the following night at 10 p.m. ; 
(3) That the rule requiring night nurses, on re- 
turning from leave, to be in their bedrooms by 
twelve noon, be rescinded, and that the hour of 
5 p.m. be substituted therefor; th crovernor 
having discretionary power, in the case of nurses 
visiting friends at a distance, to grant an extension 
to a later hour; (4) That night nurses be allowed 
one night off fortnightly instead of monthly; (5) 
That the existing Sunday arrangements be con- 
tinued, with the exception that night nurses begin 
duty at 9 p.m. instead of 10 p.m., this being 
necessary in respect that the day nurses go off 
duty at nine o’clock; (6) That the above recom- 
mendations be adopted in the hospitals at Cralg- 
leith and Craiglockhart. 


\Mitirary Hospriraus 1x Time or War. 


INsPEcTOR GENERAL Ninnis, M.D., R.N., after 
inspecting the St. John Ambulance Brigade 
Camp at Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire, last 
week, announced that the War Office had re- 
cently inquired whether the St. John Ambulance 
could, in case of war, take charge of the Mili- 
tary Hospitals of the United Kingdom and 
Channel Islands, and so release the Royal Army 
Medical Corps ior service abroad: this they 
undertook to do. The men belonging to the St. 
John Ambulance are not fully-trained nurses, so 
we conclude that in such an event arrangements 
would be made for them to have fully-trained 
sisters over them in the wards. These men did 
splendid work during the late war, and proved to 
be much more efficient than men with no training, 
so they would do admirable work under the guid- 
ance and supervision of a trained nurse, but would 
not be suitable for small stations where there ar 


nO sisters 


New Nursinc Mepats 


TH Duchess ol Marlborough, as re sident ot 
the West Ham General Hospital, has decided to 
present medals to the successful candidates who 
come out top in their final examination, and is 
having them designed and made in Paris The 
medals are to have a portrait of the Duchess on 
one side, and on the other a nurse and an ambu- 
lance, with the name of the hospital and the date 
on which the medal was acquired. The idea ori- 
ginally emanated from the matron, who was very 
anxious her nurses should work up steadily during 
the whole of their three years’ of probation, in- 
stead of cramming for their examinations, and for- 
getting the hastily-acquired knowledge almost as 
soon as gained. One of these examinations has 
just taken place, and the first winner of the new 
medal is Nurse Wilson: the second candidate 
Nurse Davenport, is to receive a book. 
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Ir is satisfactory to note that while the roll PLAGUE. ; 

of membership of the Asylum Workers’ Associa- HE Home Government is credited with 
lily inereases, so, too, does the financial intention to take some steps on its own ; 
balance. ‘The number of members was at the end | count with a view to arresting the progress 
of 1906. 3.390. and there was a balance in hand of | plague in India—a course which has for some tin 
£98 7s. lld been urged upon it. It is quite time that it did 
‘hat valuable little journal, the Asylum News, | for the position of affairs is far more serious tl 
services of Dr. G. E. Shuttle- | most people, even those who take any interest 

1s been editor for the past ten years. | the subject at all, in any degree realise. T 

The Rev. Whittaker. M.D.. of Banstead | is perhaps not remarkable, for the figures are 
Asvlum. kindly undertaken to fill the post large that it is not easy fully to appreciate « 
temporarily From statistics which have been | hand their full force. Plague has _ prevai 
the Commissioners in Lunacy, we gravely in different parts of India for now « 
roughly speaking, 1 per cent. of the } ten oom and in the first three months of t 

umber of attendants employed in asy- | year here died from that disease alone, tw 

‘ome insane. A useful memorandum has | &s she people as die in the United Kingd 

by the A.W.A. to Parliamentary candi- from all causes in a whole year. Ap 

i with the important question of | from the misery and suffering it means to 

; dividuals, such an enormous wastage of life fi 
one cause alone cannot continue long with 
German NURSES bringing other evils in its train, for the ‘‘ teemi: 

eems that the path of the newly-formed | population of India is, after all, not unlimit: 
nan Nurses’ Association has not been entirely | It is, indeed, only about six times as great 
some of the troubles familiar that of Great Britain and Ireland. Unless, th: 

ive their counterpart there. fore, the measures now to be taken in this, 

. ! : ruggle passed eleventh year of the epidemic prevalenc: 

inally caused by personal hatred | plague, prove greatly more effective than 

lead person,’’ which has now been | which have been adopted in the past, the 

irts by the verdict that ‘* the | look is disquieting in the extreme. 

has no resemblance to the pro- 





ASYLUM 


mm ste 


allowances 





= ee | ee ene, JOURNALS 


is no danger of confusing the | tye yaweer, May 25th (423 Strand, WC. Pric 

oss of Lazarus is the official badge ) . postage Ld.). 
on has rigs received be ‘gal recogni- A Clinical Lecture on Abdominal Tumours ass 
igi page haves. but unfortunately ith Disease of the Testicle. By William Osler, 

it t ept a legacy of £3,000. | F.R.S 

her funds to _ * 1 and disabled Two Clinical Lectures on Lesions of the Triger 
+ has tak pon itse If. Nerve. By J. Herbert Parsons, D.Sc., F.R.C.S. 
ae lorsion of the Testis. By Hugh M. Rigby, M.S 

ents,’’ says the journal, ‘have | ¥.R.C.S., and Russell J. Howard, M.S., F.R.C/S 
in the story of our development, Hypopharyngoscopy. By P. Tetens Hald, M.D 
be hoped our members will appre- Two Cases of Pulmonary Regurgitation. By D 
1 M.D., F.R.C.P., and V. Zachary Cope, B.A 
+s nog ae : an B.S. 
emb rship ot 1,505, including 1,362 Acute and Chronic Appendicular Pain; Medical 
s. This rapid increase—the number ]} Surgical Treatment: A Critical Essay. By Saint-Rer 
in that of the old st deaconess societv Bonnet, M.D., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S 


} 


association has now, after four years 


“oof e e for unitv anc wile ‘ 
proof that the need for unity and BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, May 25th (Catherin: 
1 has been felt by many nurses who, as Street, Strand, W.C. Price 6d.; postage 4d. 
1 units, had to struggle against many wants A Clinical Lecture on Heart Disease in Relation 
rrassments. regnancy and Labour. By G. F. Blacker, M.D 
. F.R.C.S. 
BRENTFORD ISOLATION HosPITAL, ffects of Diet on the Development and Structure 
Iterus sy Malco! Cs . De thes .B. th 
glad to learn that the recent ab- | ;; ae a Se a Se ere Se 
oh - tee ol , beanie! hee -K.O.S.idin. 
nh ot nee at tne avove 1ospita las en- A Case of Sudden Death at the Climacteric. 
ubsided, and that the resignation of the Pratt, M.D., M.R.C.S 
ha is been so vehemen itly oppose »d by mem- A _ of ge ee ay Pre Pa in which —— 
. “arly Rupture of the Gravid Tube Occurred. sy 
council, who realis 1er — cae a oe : 
a 7 die ali ed ] I excellent Nigel Stark, M.D., F.F.P.S.G. 
— se now ” ithdrawn it, and re- On the Micro-organism Isolated from Acute Rhe 
¢ efforts to bring this little hos- matism. By E. W. A. Walker, M.A., M.D. 
1 her old school at Upton Park. 
council meeting a member com- Miss Sipney Browne, R.R.C., late Matron-i 
irsing profession boycotted the | chief, has been appointed secretary to the Sele: 
an advertisement for a nurse | tion Committee of Lady Minto’s Indian Nursi 
Now that things seem to | Association, which will develop and enlarge t! 
it is to be hoped this | work begun by the late Up-Country Nursing A 


ercome, sociation. 
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IN 
EYES 


THE VALUE OF GAMES 
THE TRAINING OF THE 


By N. BisHop Harman, 

M.A., M.B. Cantas., F.R.C.S. Ena. 
thalmic Surgeon to the Belgrave Hospital for 
dren, Senior Ophthalmic Asst., Middlesex 

Hospital. 
Part I. 


‘THERE is scarcely anything that cannot be 
| looked at from more than one point of view, 
criticised or praised, according as we get the 
view or the other. The attitude of men to 
es has varied greatly, even in the recent years 

ir own national history. 

\cts of Parliament have ordered that every man 
r due attendance at Divine Service for the 
fit of his soul, should exercise himself in 
us sports and games for the benefit of his 

and that, under pains and penalties for the 
ct thereof: and the pains incurred were no 
w the failure to disport his body than for a 
in his ghostly exercises. Yet other 
Parliament not far removed in point 
from those aforementioned, peremp- 
forbade the exercise of these spor- 
customs, and particularly igre the in- 
nee in any sports on the Sabbath Day. 
days we are inclined to smile at such a diver- 
in rule and practice. But there are diver- 
‘s as great with us. Fifty years ago a boy 
set to mend his mind with work; early 
was the best training of the body, 
surest aid to sound morals. To-day 

as much in vogue from infant to 

as work was with our forbears, and 
ear not a few alarms from those given to 
spasms at the evils of the ways of these 


same 


day Ss. 
‘OW We are not he ‘re to disc uSS the 1 merits or 
erits of the varying fashion of opinion regard- 
ames, but rather to examine games from a 
utilitarian point of view. Believing nothing 
hout some good, we inquire into all the good 
and one, a purely physical 
s the influence they exert in the training of 


of games; 
ves 
think all will grant that eyes are valuable in 
s. Weare constantly hearing that So-and-so 
good eye for this or that game, or someone 
s recommending this particular dodge or 
ng “‘ to get your eye in.’’ Since we believe 
n and reaction to be equal and opposite, any 
‘e the possession of an ‘‘eye’’ has on 
failure in games must be balanced by 
rresponding effect the game has on the eye 
ts education. 
fore we start with man, examine the 
of the eyes in other creatures, and see what 
» their condition and state of development 
on modes of life; by this means we shall 
rstand something of what sight means to 
r animals than ourselves. 
t us take three familiar animals, 


Ss or 


let us 


a rabbit, a 





dog, a cat, and some wild bird—suay, the swallow 
All these creatures have a pair of eyes with which 
they see, but the manner in whic h they use their 
eyes, and the things they can with them, 
differ widely. 

The rabbit is a very gentle beast, very happy 
when hidden in tall, juicy herbage, very sad and 
alarmed when exposed to view; ever ready to run, 
known to stand. And for very 
reasons: it has no weapons with which to defend 
itself from attack, whilst its tender, juicy body 
makes it a desirable prey to catch who can. 

Its long ears are always alert for a sound, its 
nose is constantly on the tremble as it sniffs the 
breeze, and its big, round eyes seem to express the 
terror that perpetually haunts it. 

You will remember that its eyes 
prominent, and set one on either side of 
so that its range of vision is very extensive. It 
can see objects in front, on each side, and behind 
with very little movement of either eyes or 
head. 


Such a wide 


see 


good 


hever 


large and 
its head, 


range of vision seem good, 
something like ‘‘ eyes at the back of your head, 

but the range is balanced by a deficiency in other 
powers. It can only detect objects that move. 
That which is still is not noticed. The rabbit does 
not need to examine an object, it only needs to 
be warned of danger and run. So a sound, a 
smell, a moving object, are enough to make it 
run. The eyes of the rabbit are like alarums to 
it, they warn it of sep 08 and that is enough. 

Now our friend the dog is a long way ahead 
of the rabbit in shexpacee of sight, but that is not 
saying much for him. We are inclined to credit 
our particular pet with almost human capabilities, 
but good sight cannot be counted one of them. 
Although we will not own to it, yet the fact 
remains. We must acknowledge how often we 
have stood at the corner of a busy street, and 
watched our dog hopelessly lost less than fifty 
yards away. Busy searching round with nose and 
listening hard for a friendly sound in the 
the dog cannot perceive us any 
is crossed, the noises smother 
our voice, and although there is a clear way from 
him to us, yet his eyes do not see. There are lots 
of other men about, and he can not tell one from 
the other by sight. Perhaps you may remember 
the shock to your respect for him that he once 
gave you when you came up close to him against 
the wind, so he neither smelt you, nor heard you, 
and to his sight you were but a moving object 
to be barked at. 

The dog can see something, 
book of remembrance 
smells, and not with sights. 

Our cat, or the cat that deigns to live with 
us, is very much more advanced in the matter of 
To see him crouching on the wall, slowly 
and creeping nearer 
is to be 


may 


eyes, 
din of the traffic, 
way. The scent 


but he can smell 


more; his is filled with 


sight. 
following the flight of a bird, 
and nearer, watching intently the while, 
convinced that he sees well. 

If you want further evidence watch him with 
a mouse, or with a ball. Or offer him some 
dainty: he will look at it, slowly and gently rise 
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up on his hind legs, looking at it the while, and 

smell it, nd then take it from your hand or fork 
forepaw more easily and certainly than 

could 

ars and smells, also sees, and 


under 


but he 


prey, hu LS and seizes it 
nis eyes 

differs more widely from all these 
ability for sight than does the 


ped cat from the dullest of 


lly -authenticated observations 

‘e at which birds of prey—the 

hawk, the gull, or the frigate bird 

ir prey, whether it be a tiny mouse 

rying across a fic ld, or a fish under the wave, 

or another bird diligently gathering a meal of fish 
which the robber bird far overhead watches for and 
pounces upon, or ever it can be swallowed. Birds 
must be able to see objects at a great distance 
far beyond t » of the keenest-sighted man. 
Or again, in museums where butterflies and 
‘ranied for show, you W ill see cases of 
ert! ‘examples of 


insects are 
t lies exhibited as 
Butterflies which are good to eat, for 
a shape of wing and markings on 
bodies in most accurate and de- 
tailed imitation of butterflies which are nasty to 
the taste a bird. Or other insects imitate dead 
s, and the imitation is so exact and 
ven the venation of the leaf, the 
kles of the dry surface and the moss or lichen 
common to dead leaves is reproduced with a faith- 
fulness not to be surpassed by the most skilled 
draughtsman. From these observations we are 
‘onvin birds have sight which is marked 
accuracy for detail. The insect likely 
eaten develops exactly similar striping and 
which will not be 
; enemy. The imitation is not 
f broadly-treated brushwork, but 
[he bird is too good a 
ceived by a free and easy 
But whilst we are struck 
in these imitations of 
astonishing inac- 
and pattern. An 
alm of your hand 
king of a butterfly little bigger 
ball of your thumb. ‘ 
the detail, 
ke in size 
riments we are able to show 
f the size and the 
and the same thing. An object of 
ze which appears small, may be 
be small because it is small, or be- 
a long Way Of; or if it 
ay seem to be SO because it is really 
‘Ise because it is near at hand. We can 
y determine what the true size and distance 
of an object is when we can bring two eyes to 
examine it at the same time, and that the bird 
cannot do, for its eyes are on either side of its 
head. 
Here, then, we have the rabbit, with a wide 


beautiful 
Imitation 
birds develop 

their wings and 


eaten, so 


can s but it evidently 
By many physio- 
that the 
distance of the 


seems to be 





range of vision, but no capability of distinguishing 
an object unless it moves; the dog with a very 
little more sharpness of vision; the cat with quite 
good vision, so good that it can follow the move- 
ments of its prey with the eyes, and touch the 
thing it sees with its paw; and the bird with a 
marvellous length of vision, and a capacity fon 
distinguishing the finest detail, but no ability 
to distinguish a small butterfly from a large one. 

When we consider our own eyes in comparison 
with the eyes of the rabbit, dog, cat, and bird, 
we have no hesitation in asserting that our eyes 
serve us better, at least for our purposes, than 
the eyes ol a rabbit or a dog or a cat or 
a bird would, for we recognise that however 
admirably the eyes of these animals may serve 
their turn, there is with each something wanting. 
Commonly, in testing the vision of a man, we 
are content with ascertaining what we call visual 
activity, the power of distinguishing objects of 
a certain size at a certain distance. But we can 
extend this examination much further: we can 
inquire into the power of using the two eyes 
together; into the sense of size and location, or 
distance of objects; the sense of depth or solidity ; 
the sense of motion and its velocity; and int 
the fine ramifications of colour and shade sense. 
All these powers are directly influenced by a kind 
of unconscious training, of which by no means the 
least is provided by games. 

Colour vision alone is perhaps almost entirely 
uninfluenced by games, and I am inclined t 
think that on the average the finer powers of 
colour discrimination amongst civilised peoples 
are more highly developed amongst women than 
men; because colours play so much larger a 
part in their every-day life in dress. 

The power man has of using the two eyes to- 
gether in binocular vision is the feature which 
distinguishes his vision from all other animals. It 
is found developed in some other animals to : 
more or extent; it is to be found in 
domestic cat, and it is because of this he is s 
good a hunter of small and quickly-moving crea 
tures; and the development of this faculty has 
enabled the cat to use his paw in conjunction 
with the eyes, to touch fairly accurately what 
is seen 3ut the full development of binocular 
vision is with man. Every feature of the humar 
face is modified for this purpose ; the face is flat 
the two eyes are placed beside each other, and 
can look straight ahead or even to the tip of 
the nose. The muscles of the eyes work together 
in a perfect balance, both turn to the right or the 
left, upwards or downwards, or turn to the middl 
line in exactly equal proportions, so that both 
view the same object simultaneously. 


less 


The mus 
cles are equally balanced, but so are they in the 
rabbit's eye. In man, however, the balance ex 
tends to the whole of the nervous system con- 
trolling the eyes, from the brain through a whole 
series of exceedingly complicated lower nerv: 
centres, to the nerves directing these muscles 
This is not found in the rabbit, its eyes are mor 
independent, and in the odd little reptile, the 
salamander, each eye is completely separate, and 
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it the same time one may be looking backward, 
the other forward, or one may be covered as in 
sleep, and the other wide awake. With this com- 
plete balance of the two eyes in man there has 
een a specialisation of parts of the sensitive mem- 
brane—the retina—of the eye. _ In each eye there 
s one spot where vision is particularly acute, 
ind whenever we wish to see any object that 
nterests us we at once turn our eyes so that 
this spot—the yellow spot—is brought to bear on 
the object. 

Again, nearly the whole of the objects within 
the range of our vision are seen simultaneously 
with the two eyes on parts of the retina which 

respond in the two eyes, so that our sense 

the position of objects, the one to the other, 
checked by two eyes which look from slightly 
fferent positions. By these means—the simul- 
neous two-eyed examination, and the subtle 
nse which the trained perceptions of our mus- 
‘ular movements give us, we can determine the 
ve and position of objects, whether they move, 
ind the rapidity of movement. But all these 
ipabilities are due to training, generally uncon- 
ous, but still due to training. 

It is not always so. A baby’s eyes are 

te good but when it is first born 

squints, because it has not learned to 
together. As Pepys puts _ it 
his diary:—‘‘ At supper the three 
s of physic again at my cabin; where I put Dr. 
mind of what I heard him say 
at children do, in eve ry day’s experience, look 
veral ways with both eyes, till custom teaches 

m otherwise. And that we do now but 

one eye, our eyes looking in parallel lines.”’ 
The eye of an adult will, by reason of a con- 

d squint, become quite blind from disuse. 

ay be quite a good eye, but without training 


eyes, 


its eyes 


doc- 


} } . 
irborougn in 


see 


not see. 

\n ordinarily sighted man can, with his eyes, 

lge of the following points :— 

Of objects and their details. 

[he size and the distance of objects. 

rhe relations of objects the one to the other 

[he speed of moving objects. 
| with this there is to be found a highly- 
ned association of the limbs. The arms, hands, 
| fingers in the highest degree, but also the 
‘r limbs and trunk in a lesser proportion. 

[he skilled workman, say, an engraver, can 
irately direct the movements of his fingers, or 
tool held in his hand, by means of his eyes 
embroidress directs a fine needle with 

sing facility through an intricate pattern by her 


] ’ 
toes 


sur- 


[he musician follows his musical score with 
s eyes, and translates it into the quick finger 
tion, trills, and runs on the keyboard of the 
no, to the delight of the ear. 
Of course, in each of these instances the real 
is done by the complex brain, which joins 
seeing eye and working hand, and it is the 
reise of this working connection that consti- 
S training. 


(To be continued.) 





TWO LETTERS FROM A 
MATRON 
I. 


AN it really be only three years, Molly, since 

I wrote so rapturously of the joys of a sister- 
ship and the evils of assistant matronship? Well 
may you confront me with my immature criticisms 
on a subject it would take a sage philosopher two 
or three lifetimes to settle impartially. However, 
one or two things I have proved, and now, in a 
moment of regal leisure, I once more hold forth. 
The reason for this bit of leisure is a blessing in 
disguise—illness. Possibly no one can realise the 
possibilities of a bout of illness—provided it be 
not too severe—like the overworked matron. Few 
matrons anywhere, and none in the smaller hos- 
pitals, escape overwork. The smaller the hospi- 
tal, the greater the work, which would seem odd 
did not one glance at the staff allowed show at 
once that small schools are not supposed to need 
subordinates in such generous measure as the 
large. There is undoubtedly a sort of vertigo that 
attacks the large hospital committees when they 
contemplate the immensities under their jurisdic- 
tion, that causes them fairly to rain officials on 
their thankful sub-officials’ heads. But details in 
smaller hospitals do not seem to impress like size, 
and therefore- Well, it’s no use grumbling. 
Every vacant matron’s post gets applicants to fill 
lt twenty times over. 

Well, my dear, and so ] 
time to pull myself together, think things out a 
bit, and learn, amongst other that my 
little world can get along fairly well without me 
We especially we mortal 

to think that but for us our little patch 

illed, and forget the decree 

that usually when a thing 
wants doing there are workers ready to do it 
Whether the poor quite relish my little 
holiday is another matter [ am at least certain 
my assistant matron will welcome me back again 
to work. Another excellent point about a ma- 
tron’s being ill is that it gives a splendid oppor- 
tunity for some of that pent-up enthusiasm and 
affection (you remember my attacks of it!) to be 
manifested without offe nee, a far from easy 
matter, as I have since discovered. Even a 
matron finds out that when ill she is merely 
a sick woman like any other! These dear nurses 
will insist on treating me like an electro-plated 
goddess! No amount of care and ingenuity can 
make three-hourly feeds of milk particularly 
varied, I find, but it is not for want of trying, as 
my little window tells me. You see, Molly, I 
am in a small room off the big ward, with a tiny 
window looking into the ward kitchen. This 
window has a curtain drawn across at times, but 
to my secret joy often forgotten, and so I lie and 
watch the dear girls putting their heads to- 
gether as to the prettiest tray cloth, laying the 
tray just so, brushing off imaginary dust, smooth- 
ing out invisible creases, cooling the too-hot, and 


am here, and have 
lessons. 


matrons are 


mortals 


of a kindly Providence 


sisters 
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heating the too-cold, as though the food were | whole-souled loyalty, that esprit de corps that 
the gods. Who could mind that milk | stands by one’s training school, one’s ma- 

but milk in such circumstances? There’s | tron, one’s nursing comrades, all the more 
ood deal of nonsense talked lately in a | pronounced and emphasised by small diffi- 
yurnal tha ht to know better as to | culties. And so I smile in scorn at my old 
and matrons being | foolish self, but turn my pent-up energies towards 

as very glad to see | an attitude that may help my nurses to respect 

and practical answer from a j and love me for the sake of nursing, and if they 

me, knew the difference, and ‘annot do this, xpect them to be quite loyal 

vriter tor suggesting f i new “alning school and disagreeable 

j } cause, if nothing 


but withal very onerous 
ly to a matron’s office 
shut The whole ques 
afford a ) f candidates i o amusing—and so appalling 
“e am- ble to deal with adequately in a 
simply must confine myself to th: 
luxu- | humorous aspect A sense of humour, instead of 
seeing being the blessing that I used to call it, is littl 
rubbing to | less than a curse at times. Anyway, I lock mi 
n to relieve | up in the deepest recess-of my being, when 
anxious minds, and hearts sur Dawes (do you remember dear old Dawes, our 
th fan.ily worries, that in their turn | housemaid?) announces with a sniff, ‘* THere’s 
bound to react on feeble bodies—these | another of them there young ladies as wants t 
but I sadlv fear | be a matron, mum,’’ and I sail in to find a red- 
, headed girl, dressed in a violent mauve coat and 
ns have a deal to think | skirt, with a fringe like a door-mat, and very few 
nd i suppose, like everything else, no one | ‘‘ h’s’’ anywhere, or the young lady who, having 
the position who is not in it. I | spent three or four years in a fever hospital, or 
f my earliest grievances poured | infirmary, as a ward-maid, thinks ‘‘ she'd like t 
attitude adopted by my | better herself, and become a nurse,”’ or the gir! 
friendly conversation | who is ‘‘ not understood at home, and has always 
Well, knowing all | loved sick people,’’ and it must be added never 
did it, I realise now | nursed anyone. This sort invariably finds the 
w it was a bit foolish. | ‘‘ menial '’ work toomuch. Well, these are easy; 
d, have I not seen, even in | but the rs—the nice, delicate girls, who 
‘ls, who are not so innocent | have ‘‘ got to earn a living,’’ and seek to escape 
the stairs ’’ or ‘‘ round | the life of the nursery governess through a hos 
may be a simple action pital door, who may, and yet may not, survive 
id that in legislating for 18 wear and tear of wards; the girl who 
lady; the girl wi 
vce and freckles—whole 


ay come some day, 


Dut yust 1s im 


1 
fs 


and even in my | jolly, merry, sunburnt 
ther side.’’ stacks of termination, but how much softness 
bility to meet the needs of sick foll 


‘irl with tons of sen 


anxiously wonders; the 


timental platitu: al rare ly one ounce of 
mon sense; the girl who comes jauntily, with 


toss OF the 


our present training sys 

‘candidates! Other mat 

in our day, even 

ely yours, ten years 
h bothering the matron in the initial 
‘dent pro. is by no | interview about the selfish perquisites of the pro 
atured and capable | fession, but now the questions are, ‘‘ How much 
gly yet the glori- | salary am I to receive?’’ ‘‘ What are my hours 
emanate from a | off?”’ “‘ An likely to get good appointments 
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this school?’’ and so on. My dear, it 
;¢ me dumb at first when I remembered my 
attitude, my almost tearful hope that I 
be counted worthy to enter ranks like 
workers in the grandest profession woman 
put her hand to! I did not care two jots 
salary I got! Well, the old argument that 
nust earn their living and so look after No. 
; not abash me! I had to earn my living— 
clothes, washing, travelling 
uniform, on £12 a year, and 


é 
trained with me did the same 


1; got private 
surpius 
men Who 
nemory holds many and many an in- 
here, of our little, we helped 
o do the Yes, Molly ; 
men’s rights at me, and living wage, 
rest of it f I'd been in 
learning an honourable 
rything provided for in times of illness 
lid outlook if I did my duty, what would 
have been—and the lot of hundreds of 
who come here with supercilious ques- 
Would one rather be a lady-help, a cook, 
aid, and bottle-washer, at the beck and 
every little housewife who could 


I out- 
may 
and 
hosp tal 


prole S- 


some 
same. you 
not 


oO “dl work 


} 


afford 
And when sucked dry, what then? No; 
business it may be to improve the status 


) 


nerements of the nursing profession, it is 
business of the raw hand, who comes to 
» matron who is going to help to lift her to 
inknown heights. 
‘s, nurse, I will be good!’’ My dear nurse 
ve written long enough—that I look quite 
She looks things unutterable, so I’d better 
n. Another day, before I leave this bed, 
the rest of my accumulation off my chest. 
stened to the ravings of the ** and 
ile indulgently, I know, over the young 


. pro 


MEG. 





BATHED THE 


! to hospital, and the baby was com} 
1ew to the We had each done three 
Chis youthfulness of both actors counted fc 
iz. IL was night probationer in the 
ward, and morning at 3.50 a.m. I was told 
had no idea how to do it, but, not 
ignorance, | prepared the baby $ 
suspecting unt, and deposited it 

he bath | forthwith proceeded 
y flannel, holding on wi 

part | l 


HOW I BABY 


world 


women’s 


one 


bottom 


flannel 


drooping ; , and looked 
infant. Horrors! gurgling on it 
ttom the bath sions of artificial respira 
1 I did not understand, flashed through n 
ized the baby, and turned it in all directions 
ns It recovered, and I placed it in a blanket 
sat on the edge of-:the bath, and re 
tuation. Clear] lippery infants were not 
bath of water, therefore it must be a bath 
I emptied the bath, and sat the infant 
I washed it, and restored it to its normal 
and bore it back to its cot triumphantly. 
twenty-four I inquired in detail 
e bathing of infants. 


vor, while | 


hours were ove! 





WORKING OF 
MIDWIVES ACT 


| Part of a paper read at the second annual mee 
County N ursing 


THE THE 


ing of the Gloucestershire 


Association. 


By J. Winson Board 


OW many of us realise that we are murder- 
ts ear aaa every two hours in every 
duy of the year? I say ‘‘ we, 
may be of the 


but often the real ai 


Member Central Midwives 


be cause, I wever 


unconscious Wwe lact, We 


ony ACC ssorie:; 

cause OT Ib. 
rhe plain fact is that more than fe 

clie in child-bed every year, 

nearly all of em would not hay 

they been prope rly cared ior. Tal 1] 

average of three London hosp tals, we 


women 


attainable 
find only fourteen deaths in nearly 
thousand, or three in ten thousand 
this result, three in ten thousand, with the 
average mortality of forty-seven in ten thousand 
on the whole of England and Wales, and it be- 
evident that out of every 
mothers who die, forty-four ought 
died, and that out of the four thousand f 
dred who died in 1900 or in 1901 (the fi 
terribly uniform for the past half ce 
thousand hundred ought 


ifty-three 


Compare 


comes 


torty-seven 


not 


one 
saved 
Why is the external work of these Lendon 
maternity hospitals (to name no other) so gene 
rally The answer is pla leno- 
rance and carelessness are the chief and 
the two combined generally spell ‘‘ untrained mid 
wife.’’ There is not the slightest doubt that the 
majority of these preventibl deaths are due to 
the ignorance and carelessness of the 
midwife. Of the twelve thousand midwives at 
present in active practice, over two-thirds are un- 
trained. Here we find the prim: 
four thousand deaths. It is to the 
sand untrained midwives 
lt rpe ral infe ( tion 
other causes in which the 
esis wag? aecare 


+h 
Live 


successful 2 


‘auses 


untraine d 


) 
words 
for Stafford 
ialf the mortality, and the 


, ° 
excius 


er is almost 
( lk f nline cs 


Vii tine in causing 

of four 

the agent, n he principal. It is w 

the contr ‘s of the government of th« 
responsible for the 


and mothers every vear, 


} 


who are sins ot ¢ r c 

Let us by all means put the saddle on the right 
That horse is not the midwife, but the 
British public Until lately we have done nothing 
in the way of teaching or supervising the mid- 
wife, little as w ‘an 


he rse. 


and even now We do as 
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We still do not, as a rule, provide her with the 
pportunities and means ol learning her protes- 
still rule, supply her 
apphances for carrying it on without 
blame. 
supreme as to all the 
vested in it, but for detailed execution 
it has naturally to look to the local authorities. 
lor this purpose the Act constituted every county 
and county borough council the ‘‘ Local Super- 
vising Authority "’ for the purposes of (1) super- 
the midwives within its area, according to 
rules laid down by the Central Board; (2) in- 
vestigating charges of malpractices, negligence, 
and the like, and reporting these to the Central 
Board; (3) suspending summarily, if necessary, 
any midwives whose conduct causes apprehen- 
sions of the spre ad of infection; (4) reporting 
sundry details and statistics to the Board. The 
council may delegate all or any of these powers 
and duties to a committee consisting wholly or 
partly of members of the council, or (unfor- 
tunately) it raay delegate them to the subordinate 
The Act became law on July 
1902, and came into operation on April 
1903 The eouncils have thus had four 
hich to meditate on their new 


sion; and we do not, as a 
with the 
infection 


Central Board is 


risk of ours is the 


The 


powers 


Vising 


*) 
ft councils 


? \\ 


At first sight nothing would appear simpler than 
organisation required for the carrying out of 
luties imposed by the Statute. A county or 

sounty borough has only to form a committee for 
' he Act—its own health or sani- 

do, but it is well to have 

with some doctors on it, and 

, councils have 

slated e importance of 
}; to appoint a speci edical officer 
1] , and t 
qualified in- 
isters d me dieal 
as the 


ipprec 


midwives withi l » area 
assistance of as m: 
ught always t » bere 
‘trained midwives size and 


demand; 
stations, at 


area if possible, to 
disinfecting convenient 
and not mixed up with fever hospitals ; 
arrange courses of lectures by local doctors 
instruction of midwives—and the system 
Act does not compel 

things. It 
and inspect, but 
it leaves to local 


population f the 
prov ide 


these 


renuity 

There were obviously five ways in which the 
county council (we will leave the county 
the present) could exercise 
their duties of supervision and inspection. They 
might avail themselves of the power unfortunately 
given them by the Act and shunt all responsibility 
by delegating their duties to the district councils. 
This has been done by eight of the administra- 
tive counties out of the sixty-two into which 
England and Wales are now divided. The re- 
sults are, of chaotic. It has multiplied 
the local supervising authorities, and thus added 
Some of the dis- 


boroughs aside for 


course, 


many sources of confusion. 


trict councils hav 





} Je ] 
adeciined to acce rt these dele- 
| | 


gated powers, and the county thus falls under a 
divided rule. Even when the district councils 
do consent to act, their supervision must aln 
inevitably be less satisfactory than that of 
county council. The supervision and inspect 
would naturally fall in most cases to the k 
medical officer of health, and he is not alto. 
gether the right man for the work. It is 
that he is not usually a most capable and hon 
man, but that he is handicapped by his s 
rounding influences and in many cases by 
private practice. No supervisor or inspect 
under this Act should be in private practice. 
he is, he has to think of his income, his prof 
sional ‘*‘ brethren,’’ and the opinion of his nei; 
bours. That is natural and inevitable, and 
is absurd to suppose that even a doctor can 
other than human. 

A supervising medical officer should be al 
all local influences and all considerations of s 
He must be on a higher plane, ‘‘ above 
thunder.’’ Therefore the delegation of cou 
powers to district councils and their med 
officer of health is radically pernicious. The ri 
to do so should be rescinded later on by 
amending Act, which is needed for 
provisions. 

Supposing that the county retains the pov 
accorded by the Act, as fifty-two counties | 
retained them, it may adopt one of four cour: 
It may attempt to manage the duties itself 
through a committee) without the assistanc 
either a county medical officer or inspectors 
it may work the Act by a county medical of 
without inspectors; or it may employ inspect 
responsible to itself without the supervision 
a county medical officer; or, lastly, it may 
to the ideal system of appointing both ‘ 
medical officer and inspectors. The 
counties have their discretion 
fine sense of contrast. 

Of the fifty English 
ounties— 

Twenty have neither county medical officer 
inspector. 

Three have a medical man appointed to as 
the local supervising authority in carrying 
the provisions of the Act. 

Nine have a county medical officer and no 
spector. 

Twelve have no county medical officer, but 
inspector. 

Seventeen have both county medical officer a: 
one or more inspectors. 

One no return. 

The first plan, prevailing in fourteen counti 
will work only in very small counties or 
exceptional conditions. When, as in one count 
there are only two certified midwives, a ce 
plicated machinery would be superfluous. W1 
the Special Committee, ad hoc, or the Sanit: 
Committee of the county council contains soi 
medical men, and the area is small, it is cor 
ceivable, though unlikely, that the committ 
might manage matters unaided; but it is to 
feared that it would be more or less in the hands 


also 


a CoO 
fifty 
exercised wit! 


and twelve W 
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the local medical officers of health with the 
ndant disadvantages. The third plan, adopted 

by nine counties, where the C.M.O. has to super- 
without the help of inspectors, throws too 

‘+h work on one officer. It must be remem- 

d that the county medical officer has many 

es to perform besides supervising and in- 
‘ting midwives, and how he is to get through 
other work and also to inspect the case- 
ks, appliances, mode of practice, and even 
homes of 819, 203, 140, 124, 114, 113, 83, 

7 midwives in ten of the thirteen coun- 
most cases in- 
The fourth 


77, 6 
passes understanding. In 


tors are absolutely essential. 


where twelve counties employ an inspector 


no county medical officer, is open to another 
‘tion: The inspectors are all women, as 
1ey should be, since inspection implies investi- 
on of the nursing during ten days after birth, 
ell as of the delivery of women, and medical 
are admittedly less fitted for the former task 
for the latter duty. All inspectors should 
either registered women practitioners or 
1ed midwives. But a woman inspector, 
ss she be also a doctor, or even if she be, is 
y to have less weight with the council than 
nan in the high position of county medical 
r. Her recommendations and reports of 
ractices may be ignored, and never reach the 
tral Midwives Board at all. Such cases have 
irred. We have before us the statement of 
nspector as to a midwife who was reported 
lrunkenness, spreading puerperal septicemia 
arelessness, for being dirty in her person and 
liances, and failing to keep her register, and 
nevertheless was merely cautioned by the 
nittee, and not reported officially to the 
ral Midwives Board. 
ly in exceptional conditions of area and 
ilation and personal capacity can any of 
makeshifts be at all satisfactory. The one 
y good plan is the fifth, where there is both 
inty medical officer (or special medical ad- 
and one or mere inspectors. If there is 
essential point in the working of the Act, it 
influence of a high medical officer, energetic 
broad-minded, with no private practice or 
mal interests, entirely above all local influ- 
s and local jealousies. Such men have been 
| in many county medical officers of health, 
their influence upon the adequate working 
» Act is soon felt, though many of them are 
vainly struggling against the stolid vis in- 
of their councils. Essential as such a chief 
r is, the counties have not yet recognised 
fact. Only twenty-five out of the fifty 
lish counties have appointed a county medical 
‘er, whilst two have a special medical ad- 
only one Welsh county has a county 
lical officer, and one a special medical ad- 
There remain thirty-three counties with 
-hief medical officer at all. One would have 
ght that four years was an interval long 
igh for the council to waken up to an obvious 
ssity. 
(To be continued.) 





OF 
KENT 


THE ADMINISTRATION 
THE MIDWIVES ACT IN 


ENT is one of the few 
K snich have not recognis 
of delegating their powers under the 
to the various District Councils 

While deploring the fact that the Kent County 
Council do not see the importance of a central 
authority which is much more likely to uphold 
a uniform standard, we are glad to note that the 
Council is showing interest in the question by 
offering the various District Councils suggestions 
for the improvement of the status of midwives 
within their areas. The Council has circularised 
the District Councils, pointing out that it has the 
power to grant funds for the purpose of giving 
special instruction and holding evening classes 
for midwives. The Council also informed the 
various local authorities that the Kent Education 
Committee proposes to hold classes and to offer 
training scholarships to be held in approy ed lying- 
in hospitals; suggestions have also been made 
by the County Council for the better administra- 
tion of the Act, and an offer to discuss any points 
with the local Committees if they so desire. 

All this shows that there are some members 
of the Council who are aware of the importance 
of the proper administration of the Midwives Act 
and also of the necessity for a system whereby 
midwives will be secured to work in the 
If they have far, and have such a 
laudable desire for improvement, why not go 
a step further, and follow the example of Devon- 
shire and Hampshire, which counties have re- 
cently had the courage to revoke the delegation 
of their powers to the Rural and Urban District 
Councils? The administration must of necessity 
be irregular and in many ways unsatisfactory 
if left to the conflicting ideas and standards of 
various small Committees, the members of which 
are often unversed in the technical knowledge 
needful to understand the requirements of the 
rules of the Central Midwives Board 

It is satisfactory to note that an effort is being 
made to form a Kent County Nursing Associa 
tion, and that those ladies specially interested 
in the question of midwives are hoping to make 
a point of this branch of nursing. One lady who 
is working for improvement remarks that ‘‘ mid- 
wifery is in an appalling state in the county.’’ 

In a recent report of the Malling Rural District 
Council it is stated that Dr. Roberts, who had 
visited the midwives in the district, found the 
attempts to teach them how to keep their registers 
correctly almost useless. The number of un- 
certificated women practising had decreased, and 
several had signified their intention of abandon- 
ing the work, while those who had obtained their 
certificates were finding more remunerative em- 
ployment in the towns. Dr. Roberts considered 
that if things continued as at present, the Act 
could not be enforced in 1910 in sparsely popu- 
lated districts, and he suggested that the at- 


remaining counties 
d the disadvantages 


Midwives Act 


county 


fone so 
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tention of the Central Board should be directed 
to the existing state of things. 

The question of an adequate supply of trained 
midwives to meet the shortage made by the re- 
‘gamps ’’ is a serious and yet we 
regret the fact that many of these un- 

women are being forced to relinquish 
infantile 
Symons, 


tiring one, 
cannot 
suitable 
their work The Statistics regarding 
mortality continue very serious. Dr. 
the Medical Officer of Health for Bath, has re- 
cently made a very striking report of the in- 
crease of deaths among infants, and he has asked 
for the appointment of a temporary health visitor 
to follow up cases attended by midwives, and 
‘‘in other ways to assist in the prevention of 
infantile mortality.’’ It is his opinion that every 
year a large number of infant lives are uselessly 
lost by improper treatment. In the face of some 
opposition, Dr. Symons asks for only four guineas 
for a month’s trial of this desirable piece of 
work as an experiment. His plan is to engage 
a trained lady to visit selected houses with the 
lical officer, and give help to women who 
been confined. She would also visit children 

ed houses, and would inquire into the 
She would 


ai ( 
had 

accomn odation also see 
infants and children were properly nour- 


and fed. 





MEMORIES OF SIR JOSEPH 
FAYRER 


Wai all the medical world is grieving over 

the loss of ‘‘ one of the most distinguished 

Anglo-Indians of is time,’’ I wonder if I may 

be allowed to d my own trivial recollections 

of so great a man as Sir Joseph Fayrer, who at- 
tended my mother at my birth. 

well I remember when, as a small child, 

id myself being inspected by the keenest 

which, as I told mother afterwards, 

eo right through me, and had the 

of making me remember in an 

That was 


1\ 


various shortcomings. 
the vear of his return from his tour with the 
then Prince of Wales, and it was the bright de- 
scriptions and comments of Sir Joseph’s second 
little daughter on Sir William Russell’s book that 
| afresh my interest in the Prince’s trip, 
ill remember the proud air with which 
d out her father in some of the illus- 
Tales of the Mutiny always bring back 
me the sweet and delicate face of Lady 
Favrer, who, I had been told, was one of the 
six ladies thanked personally by her late Majesty 
for all they had done for her soldiers during the 
famous siege of Lucknow. In my mind Lady 
Favrer st the woman whom T had 
been ti to respect for doing the very things 
king and nursing—which get so 
nowadays, and who looked, in 
that stately room with her quiet dignity, so far 
above doing them. 
How many kindnesses has Sir Joseph done. I 
wonder. unknown to anvone? How manv people 


instant a ny 


awake! 


winds out as 
wucht 
.s 

y, washing, 


er" 
much disrespect 





owe their lives to his kind considerate advice, as 
well as tu his brains? 

After some years abroad it was suggested t 
me that if he would give me a little advice it 
might be very valuable, as 1 had just succeeded 
in obtaining my certificate as a nurse. I went 
at the hour he had named, in fear and trembling 
with a vivid remembrance of the keen eyes, but 
| might have kept my nervousness for one or tv 
house surgeons of my acquaintance. Discourtes 
and unkindness could never be mentioned in t] 
breath with Sir Joseph Fayrer. His wi 
and interest made it a red-letter day 
and when I found myself handed over 
Lady Fayrer as ‘‘our old friend’s daughter 
my years of hard hospital work and hard 
training faded away in the dim distance, and 
only felt his charm of manner as he recalled 1 
father’s old jokes. Will it be too personal if 
instance his saying to me at lunch :— 

Let me see, I think I must be the first 
person you ever saw,’’ and his delighted laus 
as I replied: 

I think so, Sir Joseph, 
remember the meeting! ”’ 

His interest gave me the chance of admissi 
to a London hospital, and his gentle touch st 
remains as he placed his hand on my should 
assure me of the kindness which he kne 
shown me at his request. 

I like to think that I owe my present post 
degree to his help, and the remembrai 
of his opinion makes me try to keep my wor 
up to the mark, and to do my duty as I kno. 
he would have required it to be done. 


E. M. W 


same 
come 


me, 


but I don’t qu 


to re 
would be 


some 





WOMAN’S WIDER WORLD 


RS. MAY TENNANT, the chairman of th 
; Women’s Work Committee of the Centra 
(Unemployed) Body for London, is appealing 
for £1,000 to keep open the workrooms for unem- 
ployed women. As there are over 300 women (0! 
good character) waiting for work, it would be 
disaster were this chance of employment to bi 
taken from them, and it is hoped that wealthier 
women will help, and thus give work to those wh 
are willing to do it, but unable to procure it. 


* * * 


LEGISLATION to make child-life healthier and 
happier is being promoted in Austria, where a 
sill is under consideration which will make it 
punishable offence to employ any children under 
twelve years of age at any work in factories, and 
from twelve to fourteen years children will only 
be allowed to work for a period not exceeding 


three hours daily. Another reform refers to the 
punishment of youthful offenders. These will no 
longer undergo imprisonment in association with 
adult criminals—a system the evil effects of which 
have been long recognised—but they will be de- 
tained in special homes. The practice known as 
‘‘ baby farming’’ will also be placed under the 
special control of the local boards. 
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LIVERPOOL ROYAL 
INFIRMARY 


HE structural magnificence of such a hos- 
pital as this, is not a little apt to blind the 
st careful observer to the inner and more deeply 
portant aspect of the need and utility of the 
tual work that such a building renders possible 
- suffering humanity. Even on the surface we 
ve, in trying to probe into the heart of matters 
the Royal Infirmary, two very prominent 
ts as to the need and efficacy of the institu- 
the first being that the outside page of the 
ort is headed with the announcement that it 
the 158th report. Here, then, is one of two 
ites of its utility and efficiency; centres of 
k that are not active, up-to-date living forces 
ld hardly survive 158 years of experience and 
cism. And far from being decadent in the 
sent year of 1907, the building has taken on a 
and vigorous lease of life, and within the last 
or three years become the perfected expres- 

of modern surgery and medicine 
directly per- 
; all-prevailing name of William 
and the full-sized portrait of that 
er of district nursing that hangs in the board- 
faced by his energetic and able colleague, 
les Langton, whose capacity for organisation 
| continued effort, crystallised as it were the 
aims and objects of his friend. There it 
the living that marvellous 
if that has so pr rvaded the whole ol 
that it would be hard indeed to find 
without a district nurse. Therefore, the 
Infirmary at Liverpool holds the proud 
nction of being at once the best expression 
surgery and the outcome of humani- 


second point strikes a more 


| } 
note bv the 


hbone, 


W itness ol 


} 


odern 
S)Y 


As to the 
annual 


actual conditions of the nursing staff, 


report for 1906 not ‘ing vet avail- 





A WARD AT LIVERPOOL ROYAL 





able, the best idea of the number of the nursing 
staff will be given by the numbers quoted for 
the ending of the year 1905, and here we find 
the sum total of nurses on the staff to be 1382, 
viz., in the infirmary itself, fourteen sisters, 
thirty-eight assistant nurses, thirty-six proba- 
tioners, and on the private staff, thirty-nine pri- 
vate nurses, and five district nurses. At 
time the entire district nursing of Liverpool fell 
to this hospital, but now the Q.V.J.I.N. has 
been established, the Liverpool Nurses’ Training 
School affiliated, and beyond sup- 
plying the twenty-one nurses, is no longer re- 


one 


has become 
sponsible. 

This creates a rather unusual feature in the 
training, i.e., that after three years nurses may 
either go on the private staff in the usual way 
for one year, or may be sent to the Q.V.J. Insti- 
tute, also for one year, after which they may be 
appointed as district nurses, but during that year 
under contract to the Liverpool Nurses’ 
Training School. Most of the choose 
district rather than private work for their fourth 
year. The actual nursing training is of a very 
high order, the appliances used are the very 
latest pattern, and theatre 
will show its perfection. The wards very 
long, with polished floors, and little scarlet and 
white screens and bed-quilts reliey ' buff and 
pale greens of the tiling. One practical hint 
given by Miss E. M. Jones, the lady superin- 
tendent, is that buff and green 
tried for screen covers, but th 
out the weak that a 
was very soon made to the good old 
Red ’’ as the most durable and satisfactory mate 
rial for and wear as well One rather 
unusual touch in the chart arrangements was that 
they fitted into the top of the locker by the 
patient's side, instead of being either at the head 
the foot of the bed, 
This method, 


hurses 


one glance at 


colouring was 
found 
return 
Turkey 


washing 


spot sO soon 


cok yur 


or at as is the usual custom 


indeed, seems to prevail in most of 
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the Live rpool hosp tals, and is open to a Ct rtain 
amount or criticism as even if the patients do 
not read their own te mperature and diet (which 
surely they invariably do, given the chance), the ré 


seems to be a small waste of time in fixing the 
harts in grooves. and a danger of splashes Irom 
many sou S spolling the fair be auty ol the 
pag 

I} | ture-room tor nurses is a most imposing 
place with tiers and tiers of seats blackboard, 
nd all the solemn paraphernalia that suggests 
the hidden skeleton and examination 

I") nurse home in Ashton Street spells 
( wit! ’ ery big ‘‘ ¢ indeed. In 
d issing nurses’ leagues with Miss Jones, 
ol vas met with the prompt response, 
‘Oh, we are far too busy a community for 
leagu there are not enough officials to do the 

‘retarial work that would accompany it, and 
none of us ever have time to spare.’’ In 
that speech was centred the atmosphere of the 
Royal Infirmary. Structure there is, the long 


corridors being raost beautifully and artistically 
pillared and cotonnaded, something after the 
fashion ol foreign Outside, this 
crandeur of architecture is carried out, and 
in the secretary’s words, ‘‘ Our committee were 
advised to have everything of the best to 
start with, as a means to the truest economy in 
the end But 


which has proved to be the case. 
does not seem to 


palaces too, 


same 


Very 


all this structural magnificence 


cl tract or overshadow the re al atmosphe re of 
practical everyday work. Doctors, nurses, and 
servants all seem to be as busv as they can be. 


at the figures for the year 1905 show 


that the medical cases numbered 1,279. and sur- 
gical cases 1,720. The training a nurse can get 
in surgical work is vouched for bv the 1.080 major 


operations, with only eighty resultant deaths, and 
r operations in the out-patient depart- 
ment, these figures not including special depart 

} ; ecol gical, ophthalmic, Xe. It 
2 vy to hear that Miss Jones finds no 
falling off in suitability or quantity of candidates 
for admission, and from the finished certificated 
nurse’s outlook an equally satisfactory state of 
affairs is revealed in the various good appoint- 
ments held by old members of this training school. 
The matrons of the Essex and Colchester Hospi- 
tal, Central Home Q.V.J.N.I. Liverpool, Bristol 


rT such as &yl 


is satisfactory 


Blind Asylum, assistant matrons Stainley Hospi- 
tal, Liverpool, St. Helen’s Hospital, were all 
trained at the Royal Infirmary, and the sisters’ 


posts at hon 


and abroad are well represented by 
extending as far as the Victorian 
Canada. 





SOCIETY FOR THE STATE 
REGISTRATION OF NURSES 
HE annual meeting of this society was held at 11 
Chandos Street, on Friday, May 24th, at 4 p.m. 
Miss Mollett, in the chair, commenced her speech by 
ommenting on the steady progress of the State Registra- 
tion movement since the previous year, but wished to 
point out to the great body of nurses that no great thing 





could be achieved did they not rally round their genera! 
in the future better than they had done in the past, and 
that without universal support even the best generalshi; 
vould not win a victory. Remember,’ concluded Mi 

Mollett, ‘“‘you have to be a militant army, not an army 
that never turns out of the barrack-yard.’ 

After the reading of the annual report and presentation 
of audited accounts, by Mrs. Bedford Fenwick, seconded 
bv Miss Isla Stewart and Miss MacVittie, the resignation 
of the president, Miss Louisa Stevenson, was announced 
due to her inability to attend meetings in London. 

Miss Isla Stewart was proposed as president in Mi 
Stevenson’s stead by Miss Mollett and Miss Breay, an 
Miss Stewart then returned thanks to the meeting for the 
very kind and cordial speeches, and remarked that thou 
she had not looked upon herself as a “‘fighter,”’ 
must confess I usually find myself in the fore-front of any 
battle coing.”’ 

Miss Huxley was then elected senior vice-president 
proposed by Miss Browne, and seconded by Miss Fowle: 
Finally, the re-election of the executive committee too 
place, two members, Miss Peter, late superintendent 
Q.V.J.I.N., and Miss Roberts having resigned, and fom 
new members were appointed : Miss Sidney Browne, lat« 
matron-in-chief; Miss Jones, matron, General Hospita 
Birmingham; Miss Christina Forrest, president, Victoria 
and Bournemouth Nurses’ League; and Miss Iren 
Sumner, Leicester Infirmary Nurses’ League. 

The society has now a membership of 2,037. 

On the question of mental nursing, the annual report 
says :—" It will be remembered that the Select Committe 
of the House of Commons recommended that a separate 
Register of ‘Registered Asylum Nurses’ should be kept 
by the Central Body, and following this recommendation 
the Bill of this Society provides for the establishment ot 
a Supplementary Register to be called the ‘Menta 
Nurses’ Register.’ 

‘“‘The Parliamentary Sub-Committee of the Asylur 
Workers’ Association, having carefully considered the text 
of the two Bills now before Parliament, have reported 
that the Nurses’ Registration Bill (Bill 106), presented 
by Mr. Munro-Ferguson, is more favourable to the in 
terests of the Asylum Workers’ Association than th 
Nurses’ and Private Nursing Homes (Registration) Bi 

Bill 157) presented by Mr. Claude Hay and Sir Arthu 
Bignold. Understanding, however, that there is som 
prospect of a third Bill, specially dealing with menta 
nurses, being prepared, they recommend that the questior 
referred to them—that of guarding the interests of al 
qualified mental nurses—be allowed to stand over fo 
further consideration until these new proposals are befor: 
the Committee. 

‘*The wisdom of mental nurses being registered as 
class entirely apart is doubtful. They would probably 
benefit in status by being associated with and registered 
under the same Act as hospital nurses rather than as a 
separate class.”’ ; 

Che report gives an interesting summary of the positior 
of the yvement in various countries. 


~ Still | 


registration m<¢ 





INFIRMARY 

[ is with very deep regret that the Guardians of th 
| Southwark Union Infirmary in East Dulwich Grove 
have been compelled to accept Miss Armit’s resignation, or 
rccount of ill-health. Miss Armit herself very 
deeply the necessity for leaving an institution with whicl 
she has been connected for sixteen years, and where, 
having originated and organised the training school, sh 
has watched its gradual evolution. This regret 
by her nursing staff, who almost to a member have ex 
pressed sorrow and consternation at the departure of one 
who has not been their matron but their truest 
friend. It is interesting to hear from Miss Armit that 
after sixteen years’ hard work in an infirmary she has 
great hopes for the future of infirmary nursing, and con 
siders that an interchange of this particular branch of 
nursing with hospital work would in time create the ideal 
nurse ‘You see the nursing in_ such places 
as these, however modern and_ up-to-date, cannot 
be managed on entirely the same lines as a hospital, 


SOUTHWARK UNION 


regrets 
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only 
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Van Houten’s Cocoa. 


“In an analysis which we have made, the 
“results distinctly indicate the advantage of 
“VAN HOUTEN’S PROCESS of manu- 
Thus this Cocoa yields a maximum 
“proportion of the valuable food constituents of 
“the bean, and what is of more importance still, 
“these are presented in a condition more easy 
“of assimilation and digestion than in Cocoa 
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The Mount Vernon Hospital for Consumption, 


HAMPSTEAD AND NORTHWOOD. 
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and 1 y opinion 1s that both have their peculiar privi- 


lee and that infirmary nurses should be as eligible for 
hospital posts as their hospital sisters are for ours.’’ As 
Mi \rmit went on to point out, it is not right that 
ned nurses should always get the higher posts 
! tion inaged on ich different line “The 
t infirmary is excellent. We have many 

rd ts of oF itions are posted up outside 
t t day.”” M Armit has never taken a 
very t ul In outside nursing interests, tor the 
, that s 1 not t **It has taken every 

t ! na t l my) rl I ider it 
f cl € I t I rul py i 

\ i 

I I it f to organi 

t a t under m a t 

be presented in t ons, on 

or | past l t nul 
i I< t ! rv toc place on 

M { two t the t ty ur candi 
M s Mar ret Iv fte com! 
i j ( tine Nicol second The y 
al 1 throu ut wv ellent 
| ( , r meda 





ROYAL VICTORIA HOSPITAL FOR 
CONSUMPTION, EDINBURGH 
Ht M \JESTY'S Lord High Comr 


ner to the 





f the Church of Scotland paid 
Chu \ fternoon to the Royal Vi 
t Hos fe Consumptio1 ( leith, Ed 
b H Grace was accompanied by his sister-in 
Lady Williams Drummond, of Hawthornden, and 
S mi of the suite They were welcomed on 
ari by Sir Alexander Christison, the president, and 
Lady (1 tison, Dr. Philip, hon. physician, Miss Guy, 
the lad | ntendent, Lady Dunedin, and several medi 
i] ntlemen, and in spite of the rain which fell all the 
afternoon in tor nt the whole party made a round of 
the one ir shelters which are dotted under the fine old 
tres " " . where the greater number of the 
patier end their day His Grace was intensely in 
terested in ] s kindly to each patient, and 
! ith bouquet of flowers on behalf 
nfortunately unal o be with hi 
One point 1 to be unal to unde nd 
n ) ] I ] t} } ] aay n 
1! i | I 1 ! l 
} t te] yr | (ra that sin 
} t } ] it the } t nart ec 
} ; } nit +} t. th 
1 Y } of} + 
Dr. I xp lt had met witl 
! in 1 1 to this rule 
r t} | a t 
. 
; \ na ti 
I ) + + 
l on 
d 
? 
R \ 1 
] ] ] ] 
} ' | f 
n t { ) 
} the 4 Ts 
. ; ; } Ot ot 
’ | , y T t 
rg ; 1, 
i > Y three ne 
1 l Lord Rosebery id the expect 
t t I ment hy hvperwration 
nd ’ realised in n ] d 








made, which it is hoped will be opened towards the end 
of the year. The committee are hard at work at present 
working up a grand international fair, which is to be 
held in the Waverley Market, Edinburgh, next Novem 
ber, on behalf of the funds of the hospital. 





BETHNAL GREEN INFIRMARY 


*T° HE annual presentation of medals and certificat 
to nurses of the Bethnal Green Infirmary was he 
on ‘Thursday, May 16th, 1907, in the Nurses’ Recreati 





Room, at the Infir ! 

Mr. W. I ! chait ! t Infirmary Ce itt 
t the chair, and the were present Mr. George Ne 
hairr of t rd, Miss Jame LD Kn 
\\ nd o i l | I nd Irien 


in to St. Thomas's Hospital and Brompton Ho 
I 


for Con ition, which stated that nir pre 

were presented this year, all of om es 
ind four of whom were awarded Honours cert 
having obtained over 75 per cent the ma 


E M. Groom was first; and was aw ded a silve 
1edal, and Nurse E. S. Williams was second, and recei. 
a bronze medal. 

Mr. Eickhoff presented the medals and certificates to th: 
uccessful candidates, and enlarged upon the necessity f 
nurses cultivating a sympathetic attitude to the patient 
under their charge, giving instances which he had note 
in the wards of the infirmary of such sympathy. He 
congratulated the nurses on the success that they achieved 
this year, wishing them every success in their futw 
career. Mr. Nokes, Miss James, and the Rev. H. 8. S 
Woollcombe l 





Head of Oxford House, Bethnal “Green 
also addressed the nurses. 

Music and songs were given by Nurses Countee, Ford 
ham, Kennedy, and Tansell, and Mr. Joseph Dodds and 
Mr. Pace. 





CONCERT AT THE LONDON 
TEMPERANCE HOSPITAL 


pk HE Board of Management of the London Temperanc« 


Hospita', in view of the large sum being spent on 


the new out-patients’ department, have not been ab! 
to do as much to the interior as they would wish. Wit! 
t r permission, theretore a me . 
iven on Mor 

tin (Women 


t successiul concert 





iday evening to provide funds for bringing 
Ward into line with the re 





spital, the princips provements desired by tl 
M | Hor ing wl bedstead I 
! i 
Sir T. Ve S IP » pre er t 
lence t to < r R \ I 
I } on mu 
I ! i to I l t i it 
I l it n ! ved 
I i 
I } rai i n Mi 
J H S 1 broth ncl d ex 
nt 1 ) } \liss Do Pether 
| Mi I Johnstone and others mong the 
ost popular g tte by the Shaftesbury Glee 
Sin S I of Sister Rose), ‘Jenks’: 
Ve ib Col l in which al the familiar advice 
the patent medicine advertiser, together with the 
I ilo recoveries of Smith and Jones, who, ‘‘on the 
advice of a most respectable neighbour across the road, 
tried the famous compound, were related with a rious 
ss wort ot better cause. 
The lady erintendent, Miss Richardson, and many 
of the nurses were present, and the large out-patients’ 
} l wa pl tely filled. It is hoped that the pro 


Ss may amount to at least £50. 
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EVERY NURSE 
SHOULD KNOW 


STORK 


ABSORBENT DIAPERS. 






ey, 


The treatment of superfluous hair is something which requires 
the greatest nicety and care. 


X. Bazin’s 
Depilatory Powder 


is the result of much study of the cause 
and problem of destroying these growths 
without injury to the skin, or leaving 





a scar or the slightest disfigurement. @ There being but a single thickness of cloth they are easy to 
T , . - fasten and comfortable to wear. THEY FIT. 
There is no necessity for any woman whose refinement and The “cott lust FOR A ag RE OY 
good breeding have made her sensitive about these unfortunate 6 CC ee =e oe ire 


thicknesses of ordinary diaper, thus lessening the amount 
of washing. 

@ STORK ABSORBENT DIAPERS allow the legs to remain 
in a natural position, and unlike the old vle diapers have 
no tendency to cause bow kk gs. 


marks to be subjected to the pain of electrical treatment and 
the consequent eruptions. 

X. Bazin'’s Depilatory Powder is absolutely safe, and 
destroys the hair without pain—a simple, dainty way of effect- 
ing a cure. 





Sold only in anti call 
The great skill and science employed in the compounding of = 
X. Bazin'’s Depilatory Powder Small size 3s. 3d. per box. 
make it absolutely safe and reliable Medium size 48. od. 2 
If some former remedy has been tried without success, it is siz s. 6 
| because the yht powder was not applied. Large sae “ d. sig 
| 2 For Sale by principal Drapers Baby I ' 
In Sealed Package. Price 2s. 6d. poat on t of p 
Any trained Nurse, on sending her professional card and Nurses who are interested and desire further 
a cutting of this advertisement, will receive a full size box particulars should write 


of Sozodont Tooth Powder. 


HALL & RUCKEL, 46, Holborn Viaduct, London. The STORK C0. (NY ), 85, Fore St., London, E.C. 























150 to 160, EDGWARE ROAD, 


9 
Garrou & _ MARBLE ARCH, LONDON, W. 
) To H.M. WAR OFFICE, 
to H.M. COLONIAL OFFICE, &c. 


Cs GARROULD’S 











7 > ae 
ASS 33 
Model 219.—Dissecting Scissors. Af i Q &é FAMA 
Nickel Plated, Best quality, 5in., 1/94 A a Ss 2 
Si 





} NURSE'S OVERALL 


FOR SANATORIA WORK. 


Made of White Washing Cotton 
Material. Buttoned at the back, 








Model 312.—Dressing Scissors. 
Nickel Plated, round points. | 
| 44in., 1/6; 5in., 1/9. 


: Br Ge |] 


with tie-strings at the elbows. 


4/- and S G each. 


Model 222.—Bow Dressing Forceps. Q 
| best quality, Nickel Plated, din., 2/- 
|} Also with aseptic lock joint, to take 


apart, 2/6. Telegrams—“ GARROULD, LONDON.’ Telephone—347 PADDINGTON. 


The ‘‘FAMA”’ CAP, 1 - each. 
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HAMMERSMITH GENERAL HOSPITAI 
it meeting of the Ladies’ Association took place a 


(‘ountess oO 


tl ibove hospital recently, Mary 


’ 
Ilchester in the chair The meeting was addressec 


4 


t 


‘ 


l 


by the matron of the hospital, Miss Nevill, among other 


speaker who tendered the ladies a very warm vote of 
thanks for the good work done by them during the pre- 

ling year, and the great comfort they have been to 
her personal Over 150 patients were sent to con 
valescent homes by the association during the year, and 
the ladic ilso fulfilled the duties of librarian in turns, 
two t ng it in rotation each week [his is a somewhat 
unusual feature of ladies’ associations, and one which 
must be a great fort to the nursing staff, whose impe- 
rati\ lut leave little or no time to see to the relaxa 

Ir patients 





PETERHEAD. HOSPITAL 


NEW Hospital for Infectious Diseases was recently 
y opened at Peterhead, to which Miss McKenzie, pre 
viously nurse-matron, has been appointed matron. Miss 


\icKenzie was trained in Glasg« ind for four 
of Knightswood Hospital there 
. the 


which has been entirely devoted to cases of 


She has ¢ 


last 


harge nursé 


wd of thirteen vear experience 


nursing 


ai1seast 





QUEEN ALEXANDRA’S IMPERIAL 
MILITARY NURSING SERVICE 


Postings a 7 fer Sistes Miss I. G. Willetts, t 
Military Hosy Portsmouth, from the Queen Alexandra 
Military H Millbank, London; Miss L. E. Mackay, 

Militar Hospit Khartour from Military Hospit 
\ ind | pt; Mi D. M. Taylor, to Military He 
| Kh rom Military Hospi Cairo, Egy) 
\I G. M. 81 to Militar Hospital, Alexandria 
I pt from Military Hospital Khartoum; Miss <A 
Guthrie, to Military Hospital, Standerton, S. Africa, fro 
Military Hospital, Bloemfontein; Miss F. N. Roberts, to 
R Infirt Dublin, from Military Hospital, York. 
Staff A szoseby, to Military Hospita!, 


rom Military Hospital, Bloem 





Q.V.J. INSTITUTE FOR NURSES 


Transfe 1 Appointment Miss Adious Bradley to 
Huddersfield (temp from Wonersh; Miss A. M. Darrah 
to Woodford Green: Miss Clara Jackson to St. Austell; 


Mi \. M. Knight to Ryde, from Wheathampstead ; Miss 
M Myles to Belvedere temp Miss Olive Pound to 
Bingley 





The attention of Matrons and Superin- 
tendents is drawn to the fact that Nurses 


can be obtained at a ereatly reduced cost 


by using the advertisement columns of 


“THE NURSING TIMES.” 


See page iii. 








vears was 


L 


S1x oO! 
infectious 


NEWS ITEMS 


DurinG the year the nursing staff of St. Bartholomew 
Hospital has been increased by thirty. 


as a holid 


Miss Sy¥yzyspansKa is taking temporary duty 


hister at St. George’s Hospital 
Miss E. M. Suovrer, late matron of the Cancer H« 
pital, is to be married on June 5th to Mr. R. Ow 


Wisdom 


Tue Duchess of Bedford has been nominated by H.\ 
the Queen, as president of Queen Alexandra’s Committ 
for collecting funds for the Q.V.J.J.N., in i 


succession 


the late Countess ( adogan. 
THe memorial stone of the New Nurses’ Wing of t 


Royal Hants County Hospital was laid last week by Lad 
\lice Ashley, wife of the chairman of the Governors 


distinguished company were present, and the medical an 


nursing staff mustered in full force. 
We are to have the pleasure of welcoming Miss Keit 
Payne, the matron of the Wellington Hospital (N.Z. 


England this summer. Miss Payne is expected early tl 


month, and is taking the opportunity of being present 


the Paris conference 

‘“‘Nurse Bett and Nurse Cresser continue their mu 
appreciated work, and have earned the gratitude 
affection of many patients,’’ we learn from the ann 
report of the Larkhall D.N.A. The inspector’s (Scott 


Q.V.J.) report was ‘“‘excellent,’’ and they paid 6,299 vi 
during the year. 

\ CHEQIL for £500 has been handed to the committe 
of the Lancashire Association for Nurses, being the bu 


of a sum collected and prese nted to Mr. W. Alston Dy ke 


as a mark of appreciation, on the occasion of his retii 

ment from the oflice of county clerk. Mr. Dykes gen 

ously made this personal gift over to the good work. 
Tne ‘20,000 Shillings Fund ”’ started by the Marchion 


of Bute in aid of the Cardiff Queen’s Nurses, has no 


equipment of a house adjoining the present headquarte: 
in Park Grove. 


A NEW nursing institute was opened last week for tl 
trained nurses of Our Lady of Consolation, by the R.( 
Bishop of Southwark, at Barkham Terrace, Lambet! 
toad. It consists of two adjoining houses containing a 
commodation for fifteen paying patients. After the open 
ing ceremony, the guests were shown all over the home by 
Miss Burd, the lady superior, and they then took tea ir 
one of the larger rooms. 

Miss Fiorence Furiey, the matron of St. Peter’s Hos 
pital for Stone, &c., was warmly commended at the recent 
annual meeting for the way in which the nursing worl 


had been carried out during the past year. 450 in 
patients were treated, and 3,885 out-patients, who at 
tended 40.867 times. The nursing work has been som: 
what increased by the opening of the new ward of six 


beds, which have been constantly in use. 


Tue annual meeting of the Colonial Nursing Associ 
tion will be held at Grosvenor House (by kind invitatior 





of the Duke and Duchess of Westminster), on Friday 


THe usual annual dinner of the members of Q.A.! 
Military Nursing Service will be held at the Hot 
Windsor on June 5th 


reached a successful termination. Part of the sum « 
lected has been allotted to pay off the debt on tl 
premises of the Maternity Department at St. Andre 

Crescent, and the remainder towards the purchase and 
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DOWN BROS.’ SPECIALITIES. 


INDIA-RUBBER OPERATION GLOVES, STERILIZABLE. 





McBurney’s (original make), capable of being boiled. In four thicknesses, 
per pair—Light, 2s. 4d.; Medium, 2s. 6d.; Heavy, 3s. 3d.; and Extra Stout, 4 0 
Special rates for large quantities. 
The following sizes are kept in stock :— 
Light :—Nos. 6, 64, 7, 74, 8, and 8} Medium :—Nos. 6, 64, 7, 74, 8, 84, and 9. 
. -— -_ > ’ - ad 
He avy and Extra Stout : —Nos. 7, 74, 8, and 84. 


A cheaper quality medium thickness glove is now sold, price 2s. per pair. 
McBurney’s, Roughened, “ Never Slip,” medium thickness only, per pair... na = = 


Stock sizes, 64, ; 4 74, 8, and 8h. 
tas Rubber Protection Gloves, for Nurses and Assistants, two thicknesses. 
per pair ... oe _ eve ee sit . 2s. 3d. and 2 6 
White Cotton Oper: ation Gloves, per dozen pairs aa aad og ms ae fe 


ELBOW AIR PILLOWS. WEBBING ARM-SLINGS. 


For resting the elbows of bed-ridden patients. 


~ 





Price 6s. 6d. each . 
Per dozen, 10s, 


DIAGNOSTIC FINGER STALLS WITH APRONS. 


For one linver, 





, ST. THOMAS’S STREET, LONDON, SE. (opposite ne Hospital), 


Y Telegraphic Address: ** Dowx, Lonpoyn.” Telephone Nos. : 8339 CenTRAL: 965 Hop. 


Factory: Kixe’s Heap Yarp, Boroucu 
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June 14th, H.R.H. Princess Henry of 
Battenberg has signified her intention of being present. 
The chair will be taken by the Lord Ampthill, G.C.S.I., 
und the speakers will include the Rt. Hon. Austen Cham- 
berlain, M.P., the Rt. Hon. Sir G. Taubman Goldie, 


K.C.M.G., and Sir Francis Hopwood, K.C.B. 


at 3.30 p.m. 


Miss CaTHERINE Woop, who is now visiting the outlying 
branches of St. Barnabas Guild in Greater Britain and 
America, has met with a very hearty welcome at all her 
stopping places, which must have largely atoned for the 
fatigues of her arduous journey. In Melbourne, Miss 
Wood was entertained to tea by Miss Glover at the 
Vienna a to meet many prominent members of the 
medical and nursing professions. Miss Wood also during 
her stay in Melbourne lecture in the Austral Salon 
to the members of the Victorian Trained Nurses’ 
Association 


gave a 


Roy il 


One of the speakers at the recent meeting of the Hull 
Nurses said that, at all events, no one could say 
that the nurses exponents of the eight hours a day 
policy, because in many cases one met them before break- 
fast, and saw their cycles long after lighting-up time at 
night. All the speakers were eloquent in praise of the 
excellent work that these zealous women do. The Jubilee 
Nursing Association performs its work in a quiet and 
modest manner, and last year the nurses paid 46,481 
visits. 


Jubilee 
were 


Ix connection with the Kent Nursing Institution for 
Trained Nurses, during the past year the silver medal 
and bonus for eight years’ service had been granted to 
Nurses A. Surridge, A. Welham, and E. West, all of the 
Malling Home, and the bronze medal had been granted to 
Nurses A. Hunter and J. C. Lucas, of the Malling Home, 
and to Nurse Biggins, of the Tunbridge Wells Home. 
In the summer of 1906 a nurse was supplied to the Hop- 
picking Mission Committee at Nettlestead, and her ser- 
vices were very much appreciated. Two of the nurses 
are now receiving pensions, although still at work, which 
striking proof in favour of long and meritorious 


service, 


cases of serious illness have 
occurred on the staff of the Norwich D.N.A The 
matron, Miss Arnold, having been ordered six months’ 
complete rest, leave of absence has been granted for that 
time. Miss Whitefield is acting as temporary matron. 
Nurse Pearce contracted typhoid fever in the discharge of 
and was absent from work for a considerable 
Nurse Elwin was appointed 
and 
years 


DvuriNnG the past year two 


her duties, 
period, during which time 
as substitute. The staff still consists of a matron 
Nurse Browne having now worked four 
14,422 visits were paid last year. 


tour nurses, 
on the staff. 


in connection with the forth- 
what a splendid Red Cross 


Ir is interesting to note, 
coming Red Cross Conterence, 
organisation is now established in Japan. Since 1886 the 
membership has steadily grown till now it has reached 
total of over one and a quarter millions. In accommo 
dation and general arrangement the present hospital of 
the society in Tokio is reputed the best in the Far East, 
and nurses there undergo three years’ study. Every local 
branch of the society like »wise maintains a nurse- training 

service, though of two years’ duration only, and since the 
system of giving this special training was inaugurated in 
1890 thousands of fully-« ompetent nurses have been turned 
out from the various depots, and invaluable aid has been 
rendered at home and at the hospitals. 


report, which is embodied in the 
report of the Bradford Royal 
Infirmary, we note a number of changes in the staff :— 
Miss Deakin resigned her post as assistant matron on 
being appointed assistant superintendent to the General 
Infirmary, Leeds. Miss Massey—who had held a 
similar position at the Dulwich Infirmary, London—was 
appointed to the vacancy. Sister Pidgeon resigned the 
housekeeper’s post. Miss Carruthers- ‘who had held a 
post at the National Hospital, London—was appointed in 


Miss Hodge's 


issued annual 


FROM 
recently 





her place. Miss Brown, from the West London Hospital 
was appointed night sister in place of Sister Bell, wh: 
resigned. Nurse Denison and Nurse Jameson won th: 
gold medal and badges for third year nurses; the silve: 
medal and badges for second year nurses were won by 
Nurse Steward and Nurse Redfern, and Nurse Stone wa 
awarded the Chairman’s Prize for bandaging. 





APPOINTMENTS 


British Lying-in Hospital, Endell Street.— Miss M 
Banks has been appointed matron. She has been fo; 
the past 10 years at St. Mary’s Hospital, when she wa 
for some time “ Sister Boynton.” 

Edinburgh, Royal Maternity and Simpson Memo. 
rial Hospital.—Miss E. M. Bb. Simpson has been a; 
pointed sister. Previously she has had charge of Rath 
ven, Banffshire. 

Eston (Yorks.) General HKospital.—Miss Patchett an 
Miss Wratten have been appointed staff nurses. The 
were trained at the Kingston Infirmary. ; 

Kimberley (S. Africa) Government Hospital.— Mi: 
Emma King has been appointed out-patient sister. Sh: 
was trained at the East End Mothers’ Lying-in-Home and 
the Mile End Infirmary, and has since been charge nurs: 
S.E. Fever Hospital, district midwife at the Lying-in 
Home, and has done private nursing. 

Leith Incorporated Hospital. Miss Maclean has bee 
appointed matron. She was trained at the Western I: 
firmary, Glasgow, and has since been sister at tl 
Northern Infirmary, Inverness; sister, night superinte: 
dent, and assistant matron at the Western Infirmary 
Glasgow. 

Nuneaton, General 
Gianella has been appointed sister. 
Kingston Infirmary. 

Stamford (Lincs.) Infirmary. 
appointed staff nurse. She was trained 
Infirmary. 

Upton Park Fever Hospital.—Miss Dorothy Wrigh: 
has been appointed sister. She was trained at Hudde: 
field General Infirmary, and has since held posts at the 
Park Fever Hospital, Lewisham, and the Cameron Ho 
pital, West Hartlepool. 

Miss ConstasBte, who has been appointed night sist: 
at the Birmingham Ear and Throat Hospital, was train 
at the Royal South Hants Hospital, but was not war 
sister 


and District Hospital.— Mis 
She was formerly 


Miss Ridpath has been 
at the Kingston 


there. 


RESIGNATION 
KENSINGTON INFIRMARY.—Miss Malim, matron, has re 
signed. She has held the posts of sister and assistant 
matron at Kensington previously. 


DEATHS 

WeE regret to announce the death of Miss K. J. Wi 
liams, of Lady Minto’s Indian Nursing Association, whic! 
took place on April 29th, at Ootacamund, Madras, Indi: 
She died after a short illness of twelve hours of ptomain: 
poisoning. Miss Williams was amongst the first batch ot 
nursing sisters of the above association, and left England 
only in December last. 

WE regret to learn of the death, from cerebral hemo1 
rhage, of Miss A. M. Walmsley, who was trained at the 
London Hospital, and was afterwards ward sister at the 
Bethnal Green Infirmary, and night superintendent at 
Southwark Infirmary, from which post she resigned i 
March. 





CORRESPONDENCE 
AN ANCIENT PRESCRIPTION. 
To the Editor. 

In your number of May 18th there appears an article 
called’ ‘‘ Two District Sketches,” on which I should like 
to make one or two observations, which, at a time like 
the present, when so many hidden powers of our 
nature are being brought to light, may not be altogether 
devoid of interest. Your contributor describes the case 
of a boy suffering from double pneumonia, and mentions 
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IV A WY °° & 
BAGS for MIDWIVES and NURSES. 





The “YORK ROAD” BAG. Complete, 53/6; Empty, 24/- 


Other Bags Complete 9/- 366 53/6 63 )- 
Empty .... 5/- 126 16)- 19/6 &e. 


S. MAW, SON & SONS, 7 to 12, Aldersgate Street, London, E.C. 


Telegrams: “ ELEVEN, LONDON.” Telephone : 82830 LONDON WALL. 











AN INVALUABLE HANDBOOK 
FOR NURSES OF ALL GRADES. 


Price As. net. 


A Study 


Plasmon 
in Nursing. 
By Miss A. L. PRINGLE, 


SEMIS 
Formerly Matron of St. Thomas's Hospital, &c. 
Hospital.—“ A book which the head of every nurse - training I I | E IDEAITI , 


ngpite ‘ 
school, and indeed every nurse, should procure and ponder, 





Lancet.—“* The book contains much seund advice. .. . The tone 
threnghout the book is excellent. . . . No nurse can read this book 
without finding much to charm and to cheer her, or without im- 


proving her knowledge. Delicious Food 


of Dainty and 


Nursing Mirror.—“ Miss Pringle, who from long service and great 
experience must be regarded as one of the pioneers of modern hos- 
pital nursing, has written a book with the above title, which the for 
head of every nurse-training school, and indeed every nurse, should 
procure and ponder, . . . Miss Pringle has a quaint and dry humour. 


. 
The little digs which she gives, perhaps unconsciously, at many ways Dainty Children. 
known to matrons and sisters are really funny, and will provide 
entertainment for many a hospital worker of experience. The chap- 
ter devoted to the matron s duties is one of the best in the book 


. .. The whole of this book should be read, as we have said, by 3 Pint Box, 4d. 


every hospital worker. 





MACMILLAN & CO., Lrp., LONDON, 
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neighbours, 
teet 


advice of her 
soles ot his 


is mother had, by the 

a divided sheep’s milt to the 

draw the inflammation down In this case the 

ition seems to absolutely futile. Bur 

yrescription itself is of immemorial antiquity, and 
information gathered from widely different 

worthy of some attention. 

en by a converted North American 

» speaker express his surprise at the 

hydrophobia in Europe, and at deaths 

ce-bite. Both were, he said, un- 

cases of bites, from either 

kill some animal 

applying the cut surface to the wound be- 

imal was cold. <Any living thing would do 

an offieer told me that, when stationed at 

of the young officers in her husband’s 

ittacked by yellow fever, and nursed 

e blacks. They split open a cock and applied it to 

head He recovered, and stated that it seemed as 

zh the dreadful headache from which he suffered 

drawn away by the application. In Lincolnshire 

yuntry people used formerly (and may possibly even 

apply raw meat to cancers, with excellent re 

And at present the manufacturers of a certain 

meat extract claim that it has a most healing effect on 

ulcers, & Of the virtues of raw meat for black 

warts, and so fo'th, it is unnecessary to speak, whilst 

the value of skin as a _ covering for wounds has 

been but lately recognised. Do not these facts seem 

to justify this most ancient prescription? and do they 

not point to the words of that storehouse of wisdom 

now too little studied, ‘‘ The Blood is the Life” ‘ Only 

to-day I heard from a medical man that raw meat is often 

useful in healing ulcers I hope that some person 

judge questions may be induced to 


ources 


ople. In 
remedy was to 


tne 


nent wa was 


eyes, 


most 
qualified to such 
inquire into this one. 


Bm. 


SUPPLY. 
Editor. 


OUR MILK 
To the 


Now that the adulteration of our milk supply by ex- 
water and the use of ‘‘ boracic acid” is being 
feel there is another point which should be 
and cleanliness in the pro- 


way of thinking, of more 


cess ol 
discussed, l 
ventilated, the 
cess of milking. This is, to my 
vital importance than the addition of water. Our in- 
spection of factories, workshops, &c., is being carried 
en, yet the very thing that we need for the support of 
infant and adult life, i.e., the inspection of farmyards, 
with their usually insanitary surroundings during the 
milking and the dispatching of same to our 
ignored 

matter 


want of care 


process ¢ I 
towns, is 


large 
Surely this is a that requires stringent mea 
taken 
All fart whence milk and butter are 
be under inspection. The men and women 
lad overalls 
ture ; ] 
I the women come ol! 
1 in old dark, dirty 


over 


sures to be 
supplied should 
should be 


ishabl dresses or 


have seen it. 


me draw the living pi 


ttle re out 


ls crossed 


it is th 
gl = nd Wales. 
dfordshire I have seen the 
market d LVS. Th poor 

‘ing driven. The drivers, 


hot and laden with dust-germs, milk the poor brutes. 
This milk is either sold cheaply or given away. 

Another good result would also come of inspection—the 
housing, sleeping places, and homes of the farm labourers 
and young b vs would be investigated. 


E. M. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS 


Privatrt Nurse.—(1) A nurse is never expected to have 
her meals with the servants; your meals can be sent up 
to your Bedroom, for, if you have no longer a sitting 
recom, you must use your bedroom, as they do in some 
colleges, as a bed-sitting-room. (2) The managers of hotels 
do not like nurses in uniform to be seen in public rooms, 
not because they object to them personally, but because 
nervous people will not remain ina hotel if they think there 
is any sickness about, so you will find they will readily 
arrange for you to have your meals in a private sitting 
room; the alternative is not to wear your uniform when 
nursing in a hotel, unless, of course, your patient is seri 
ously ill, and uniform is then advisable. (3) Place the 
4 pill in some bread, and make it into a firm bread pill, 
and you will find that the patient can swallow that easily. 
(4) Hanging rubber goods out in the air helps to remove 
the smell. (5) Write to the Domestic Servants’ Benevo 
lent Institution, 32, Sackville Street, W. We published 
an article on investments in our issue of April 20th, 1907. 
(6) There is no danger of carrying infection, except in 
cases where the patient is not properly nursed, and lives 
in some squalid place, where no precautions are taken 
against the infection caused by the dry sputum. In sucha 
case, the clothes could be sprayed with a formalin spray, 
or hung up in the sunshine and air. (7) Nurses are not 
generally supposed to take half fees, but if they can afford 
to do so, and they know the patients are not well off, it 
would be a very kindly act. 

E. L.—Information as to the Paris Conference may be 
had from Miss Breay, 431 Oxford Street, W. 





COMING EVENTS 


June 3rp.—Birthday meetings of the Nurses’ Union. 
26 George Street, Hanover Square, 2.30 to 9 p.m. (Full 
particulars from Miss Dashwood, 5 Cambridge Gate 
N.W.) 

June 3np.—Meeting to inaugurate an Army and Navy 
Male Nursing Association, at 10 Hill Street, W.., 
3.15 p.m. 

June 6rH.—Annual Meeting, R. B. Nurses’ Association, 
Imperial Institute, 3.50 p.m., Princess Christian presid 
ing. Tea at Earl’s Court Exhibition afterwards. 

June 1llrH.—Annual Meeting of the Guild of St. Ba 
nabas at St. Alban’s, Holborn, and the Holborn Tow 
Hall. 

JUN? 
Nurses’ 
S.W. 
Loch, 
wicke. 

June 14rH.—Annual meeting of the 
Association, Grosvenor House, 3.30 p.m. 

t M.B. Examination. 

fursing and the Needs of Invalid,” 
rth, Institute of Hye 34 Devon 

5 m. (Admission 2s. 6d. and 1s 


Drawing-room meeting of the Trained 
Annuity Fund, 3.45 p.m., at 71 Eaton Square, 
Speakers: Lady Henry Somerset, Major Lord 
Dr. Champneys. Chairman: The Earl of Hard 


141n. 


Colonial Nursit 





Editorial communications to be 
addressed to The Editor, ‘The 
Nursing Times,” 
Messrs. MACMILLAN & CO., Ltd., 
St. Martin’s Street, 








London, W.C j 














